
Salem Little League
Fall 2021 Newsletter

We are happy to publish the first Salem Little League Newsletter; a communication for the 
SLL community to share information and talk all things baseball and softball. It will be 
published periodically and distributed via e-mail and on our website, www.salemll.info . If 
you have ideas for a story, contact Ed Colbert at eddiecolbertiii@gmail.com. 

Welcome
Did you know that Salem Little League had 
111 new players join our SLL community in 
the Spring of 2021?  Sure, 65 were new t-ball 
players, but we also had 15 new softball 
players, 21 new farm baseball players, and 10 
minor and major baseball players.  Welcome 
all!  We hope you had a great first season!
At the same time, we had 27 baseball players 
play their last games on the small diamond.  
We wish them all good luck as they move to 
the big diamond in Babe Ruth, middle school, 
high school, AAU, or wherever their baseball 
careers take them!

Thank you and best wishes!
Thank you to our board members not coming back in 2022. Long thank you notes were on our 
Facebook page, but they are (Alphabetically by last name): Rayleen McGrath, Rick Nye, John Payne, 
Rob Pelletier and Melissa Peña. Your dedication, devotion and efforts for the youth of Salem have 
not gone unnoticed!  Thank you for your service!  The 2022 Board is listed below.

Board Position Name Phone Email

League President Ed Colbert (978) 430-7795 eddiecolbertiii@gmail.com

Executive Vice President David Gauthier (978) 317-9390 davidg09@comcast.net

VP, Softball Mark Lee (978) 836-0075 salemllsoftball@gmail.com

VP, Baseball Kevin McGrath (508) 843-4286 km68@aol.com

Safety Officer Anna Gagnon (978) 979-7684 agagnon532@gmail.com

League Secretary Alyssa Ruggieri (978) 833-6168 secretary.salemll@gmail.com

League Treasurer Brendan Wakeham (857) 202-8762 salemlltreasurer@gmail.com

Director, Softball

Director, Major Baseball Craig Stoler (978) 314-4277 CraigSalemLL@gmail.com

Director, Minor Baseball Jason Glick (978) 979-1404 salemll.minors.director@gmail.com

Director, Farm Baseball Mark Corriveau (617) 799-1759 sllfarmdirector@gmail.com

Director, Tee Ball Sarah Sosnowski (978) 594-4258 TballDirector.SalemLL@gmail.com

Director, Equipment Paul Campagna (805) 216-8765 NavSeaBee@aol.com

Salem Little League Board of Directors 2021-2022 Season

Open- See David Gauthier

In this first edition:
• 2021 League recap!
• 2022 Board Listing
• 2022 Registration OPEN NOW!  Do it 

today to save money!
• 2021 Administrative Year End report
• Regulation Reminders!
• Pictures from the 2021 season
• SLL Grads go to the World Series!
• Volunteers needed
• Winter hints- keep your equipment 

warm!
• And more!

http://www.salemll.info/
mailto:eddiecolbertiii@gmail.com
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Get involved!!
Many people believe Little League is just 
showing up and playing games.  Little League 
is a year-round effort by a very dedicated but 
dwindling number of volunteers.

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Columbus Society, 18 Commercial St. 
Salem at 8pm.  To ensure meetings are not 
cancelled or changed, visit our website, 
www.salemll.info, hover over “Meetings and 
Events” and then click on Monthly Meetings.

Our next meeting is December 8th!

* Wanted *
SLL is looking for someone to run our 
concession stand during the upcoming 
spring/summer.  This person does not need 
to man the stand every single game, but is 
one who can recruit help, schedule, and 
ensure we have enough supplies to sell.  

Proceeds from the stand offsets the cost of 
our program, which in turn keeps the fees to 
play each year low.  

Interested parties should reach out to Ed 
Colbert, at eddiecolbertiii@gmail.com.

2022 Registration
With the cost of everything going up, we expect our expenditures to go up too.  While we 
probably should increase participation rates for the 2022 season due to these rising costs, we 
have decided not to.

That being said, what we will be forced to do is to stick with our deadlines and not wave them- if 
you register now through the end of February, you won’t pay any more than you would have in 
2021.  However, if you wait until March to register, the late fee will apply and will not be waived 
for returning families.  We think this is fair.  You can register now and pay overtime on payment 
plans, or you can register and in pay in full.  Either way, register over the next 110 days (that’s 
right, 110 days!!!) and not pay a penny more than you did in 2021.  If you register before the ball 
drops on 12/31/31, you will get a bigger savings!

2022 Rates Super Early Early Regular Late

Nov and Dec Jan Feb March and later.

Tee Ball $45 $47 $50 $50

Farm/Coach Pitch (BB and SB) $100 $110 $120 $140

Single Player Baseball/Softball $140 $150 $160 $180

2 Player $250 $260 $275 $300

3+ Player $300 $315 $330 $350

2022  Rates

Competitive Leagues

http://www.salemll.info/
mailto:eddiecolbertiii@gmail.com
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2021 Season Recap
2021 was a rebuilding year post pandemic, and the rebuilding continues.  All divisions had a great 
2021 Spring season. Congratulations to all teams and players in each division. Here’s a recap: 

T-Ball - The T-Ball division continued to use the clinic/game format to help teach the fundamentals 
of baseball. We kept roster sizes to a max of 10, which meant lots of chances to hit.  Thank you to 
those who stepped up to take a team.  Lots of smiling faces were seen at the field this season, and 
everyone got a medal at the end of the year!! 

Coach Pitch/Farm- This division continued with the clinic/game format building on the 
fundamentals learned in T-Ball. All players in the Farm baseball and softball teams improved 
tremendously during the season while transitioning to hitting without a tee and having to hit a 
pitched ball.  Farm softball traveled to our neighbors in Swampscott and competed against teams 
from Swampscott and Lynn as they began to learn the game.

Minors' division - The teams in minors had a great season. All teams played well with lots of close 
games. The minor softball team played against other towns since there was only enough girls for 
one Salem team but had a blast.  In Minor baseball, the Grasshoppers lost their first playoff game 
and had to win the rest of the way, and they did!  They came back to win the Minor League 
championship after not only having to beat the Scrappers twice but also having to beat mother 
nature and her 6 rain outs!

Majors Division - The Majors division did not disappoint this season with some of the best little 
league baseball games in the area. No team went undefeated, and every team had some wins.  
During the playoffs, the Giants won the title in extra innings over the Red Sox, in what long time 
Giants Manager Sean O’Keefe called “one of the best Major baseball games in the history of Salem 
Little League”.  Our Major League Softball girls played extremely well versus other towns as well!

Junior/Senior Softball- The 13–16-year-old girls combined to create one team and battled against 
other cities and towns and had a great season!
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2021 Season Recap 

All-Star and Tournament Teams - The 11-year-old District 16 team played in their first tournament 
since the pandemic erased their opportunity as ten-year-olds.  After a convincing win in the 
opening round, they lost two close games, including a heartbreaker against Swampscott, 3-2.   

The Williamsport team (12-year-olds) had a rough draw having to play perennial powerhouse 
Lynnfield first but represented Salem very well with good sportsmanship and effort.

Our 12-year-old softball team great success and made it to the District title series undefeated, but 
fell just, losing to Marblehead twice.  These players showed what it means to wear a SLL uniform 
and showed that Salem Little League Softball isn’t going anywhere anytime soon!  Congratulations 
for a 2nd place finish ladies!
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2021 Season Recap 
Summer Ball - One of the comments we would receive, pre-covid, was that our season would go 
too long.  Families would go away when school got out and miss the end of our season.  At the 
same time, our sport is a summer sport.  While softball players have their summer league (not 
related to SLL), baseball wouldn’t have anything in years past.  With the lower enrollment caused 
by the pandemic allowing each team to play more games per week, in 2021, we scheduled 
everything to end by the 4th of July (although 6 rain outs caused one game to be played after).  At 
the same time, we didn’t want the fields to be empty over the summer.  Jimmy Fund Little League 
was our solution.   SLL had not participated in Jimmy Fund baseball in years, possibly 10 or more.

It was a perfect fit- those who didn’t want to play in the summer got to finish the spring season 
before summer vacation season, and those who wanted to keep playing, played Jimmy Fund.

Jimmy Fund Little League provides more than 5,000 Little League baseball and softball players 
throughout New England the chance to continue playing after their regular season ends, while 
fundraising for Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Since 1987, the hard work and winning spirit of the 
coaches, parents and, most importantly, the players, have raised more than $5 million for the 
Jimmy Fund.  In 2021, District 16 teams (Lynn, Peabody, Swampscott, Salem, Winthrop, Nahant, 
Saugus) raised $30,000 for the Jimmy Fund.

Wins and losses don’t matter in Jimmy Fund league… you play, have fun, and raise funds.   Salem 
had two teams, a 10-u team and a 12-u  team.  Combined, the teams raised over $10,500!   Our 
10u team raised just shy of $8,000 of that $10,500 plus and was the team with the most funds 
raised.  Because of that, they got tickets to the Sox game.  Parents hooked them up with a nice 
ride to the game, and the two top individual fund raisers, Sophia Ruggieri and CJ Stoler were 
introduced on the field at Fenway Park!

For the 12-year-olds on the 12-u team, their final Jimmy Fund game was their final time on the 
small diamond, and we wish them well in their future baseball careers on the big diamond!
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Salem-Beverly American Legion Post 331 goes to the World Series! 
The American Legion team from Salem-Beverly, Post 331, won the State title, the Regional Title, 
and went to the American Legion World Series in North Carolina in August, with games televised 
on the ESPN family of networks. Four of these Legion players are Salem Little League graduates 
and were on our Williamsport team who earned SLL our sole Williamsport District 16 banner in 
2015 when they were 12.   Legion baseball is for select players who are ages 18-19 (or younger for 
Junior Legion).  Congratulations to the entire team for their run- they get to celebrate with World 
Series rings in November when they are all home for Thanksgiving (many are away in college now).
Team picture of the left.  On the right, the Salem portion of the team (left to right): Lee Pacheco, 
Jake Miano, Austin Foglietta, Coach (and our current Baseball VP) Kevin McGrath, William 
Foglietta, and on the far right, “Junior hitting coach” Casey McGrath!  Out of 3,000 Legion teams 
across the country, Salem-Beverly Post 331 finished in the TOP 8!  
With many of the players away at college, they are coming home to get their Regional Champion 
rings, be recognized at the State House, and will be  and in the Beverly Holiday parade during their 
time home on Thanksgiving break.  Congrats guys!!!!
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2021 Administrative Year-End Report –

Our 2021 Administrative year-end report details some of our accomplishments this year. We 
realize there is still much to do, and we appreciate all feedback/ideas to improve, and eagerly 
encourage volunteers to help us do more! Everything we do is acted upon with one thought in 
mind: "How does this help the kids?" Here are some highlights: 

• Strengthened fiscal responsibility- unsure what the post-pandemic world would look like, and 
after taking a huge financial hit in 2020, we kept expenditures to a minimum.  

• Doubled previous sponsorships from 2020 (but still off from 2019), connecting with new 
sponsors from community never previously contacted, while solidifying existing sponsor 
relationships.

• Added SLL alumni to umpire positions.
• Fiscal highlights:  Expenditures: Uniforms and balls: $12,500*, $2,700 in field maintenance, 

$5,700 in umpiring fees, $2,000 in utilities, $2,500 in insurance.  * Uniforms were less of an 
expense in 2021 as we had some uniforms on hand from the cancelled 2020 coach pitch and 
tee-ball seasons, saving about $8,000.  2021 uniforms expenses will exceed $25,000.

Future set of projects
• Installing new batting cage netting in current cages at O’Grady field.
• Add additional speakers to O’Grady PA system, positioned near bleachers, so volume can be 

lowered (for the sake of the neighbors) but still heard by spectators.
• Improvements to Mack Park and it’s existing facilities.
• Install a new batting cage at Mack Park
• Repair/Replace Mack Park PA System.
• Establish committees for more efficiency and accountability, including Groundskeeping (minor-

i.e. light raking before/after games),  Tournament Committee, PR/Fundraising Committee, etc.
• Increase sponsorships- sponsorships help keep participation fees low- the more we offset our 

costs through sponsorships, the lower our rates can be.
• Create player off season workouts and coach clinics (Covid permitting)
• Strengthen ties to city.
• Continue and/or create ongoing charity event/program (continue Jimmy Fund, create a food 

or toy drive during holidays, etc.) 

Let’s hear your ideas for improvements on or off the field. Come to one of our meetings!
Our meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of each month, the next one being December 8th.
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Did you know?
Did you know our biggest expense are 
baseballs and softballs?  New game balls $55-
$60 per box, which means they are $4.50-$5 
PER BALL!!!

Let's say, in Major 
Baseball, if 5 balls 
are used per game,
in a 40 game 
Season (15
games per team, 
plus playoffs), it 
means just that 
one division uses 
over $1,000 in just 
balls during games, 
not including practice balls! 

Thank you!
A very special THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped make the SLL 2021 Season a success.
This includes players, parents/guardians, 
league supporters, coaches, umpires, and last 
but not least, the City of Salem DPW and Park 
and Rec Departments. 

A sincere thank you to all the volunteers who 
made 2021 a success.  Whether the 
volunteer was a 40 plus year volunteer 
veteran, someone who stepped up for the 
first time, someone who worked every day, 
or someone who donated their time 
sporadically - each one of you was needed to 
pull off what we did- and we appreciate all 
your efforts! 

Baseball bat regulations
As a reminder, all baseball and tee-ball bats must be USA Bat certified for usage any Little League 
activity (clinic, evaluation, practice or game).  
USSSA is a different certification and is NOT permitted 
for game play!  BBCOR is also not allowed, this is a high
School standard.  This certification rule does not apply 
to softball bats.

Unauthorized bat usage, per Little League rule 6.06 (d)-
Results in the batter being called out and the bat is 
removed from the playing field.  At that point, 
one of the coaches from the offending team must leave
the field for the remainder of the game.  If a 2nd illegal 
bat is used by the same team, the batter is out, the bat
is removed, and the manager is ejected.  

Per our local rule, any manager ejected is subject to 
suspension.

Please make sure any bats that you buy are certified 
and tell Santa too!
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Softball bat regulations

Little League Rule - Rule 1.10 – Softball
Bats cannot be longer than 33 inches (34 inches for Junior/Senior League) 
in length, not more than two and one-quarter (2¼) inches in diameter, and 
if wood, not less than fifteen-sixteenth (15/16) inches in diameter 
(7/8 inch for bats less than 30 inches) at its smallest part. Non-wood bats 
shall be printed with a BPF (bat performance factor) of 1.20. 

Salem Little League, as of this printing, has a local rule (Local rule 1.07)
which bans bats that have composite barrels during games between 2 
Salem LL softball teams. For these “in-town” games, barrels must be made 
of aluminum or alloy.    Games between a Salem LL 
Softball team and a team from another Little League program in another 
city/town will follow Little League Softball bat regulations. 
(allowing composite bats for these interleague games.)

Fall Clean Up!

On Saturday 11/13, we cleaned up O’Grady Field and 
locked it up for the winter.  We will be doing the same at
Mack Park on a date TBA.  A big shout out goes to 
(left to right) program graduate EJ, League Secretary Alyssa                                      
Ruggieri, and Red Sox player Dylan for coming down to help.    
Shoutouts also go to Farm Baseball Director Mark Corriveau,  
who couldn’t make it at that time but went down on his own 
prior to the 13th and got a lot of work done, and Baseball VP  
Kevin McGrath who came down as soon as his schedule  
allowed but missed the picture.   

It takes an army to run a league for your children. Salem 
Little League depends greatly on volunteer efforts just like       
this one! To find out more about how you can be involved,  
email us or message us on Facebook!


